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Testimony of Daysell Ramirez 
Support Services Coordinator, Overlook Park Apartments 

 
 
Hello, my name is Daysell Ramirez and I am a Supportive Services Coordinator for our 
community at Overlook Park on 445 Hanover Ave., Allentown, PA 18109.  
  
I am here today to voice the concerns from our residents at Overlook Park about the illegal and 
reckless driving of motor bikes in our community as this issue has become a safety concern for 
our residents that is also affecting their quality of life in their homes.  
  
Our residents have voiced concerns about the reckless driving and operations of these motor 
bikes. They have observed riders using these motor bikes to chase each other down their 
streets. This is a big safety concern as many residents are afraid that a motor vehicle accident 
will occur while the residents are driving through their community to and from their homes.  
  
Moreover, the noise generated is a big disturbance to our residents' peace of mind and 
enjoyment of their homes. We have residents that no longer can enjoy leisure time in their 
front porches because of the constant noise generated by the motor bikes.    
  
Our community is also a multi-family community where we have children at play, seniors, and 
residents with physical and cognitive disabilities. We have streets where we have homes with 
hearing impaired children and seniors who cannot hear these motor bikes approaching so that 
they can take the necessary precautions for their safety. We also have residents with different 
cognitive disabilities that can no longer enjoy their time outside their homes because of the 
noise and commotion caused by the constant reckless driving of these motor bikes.  
  
As a Supportive Services Coordinator, one of my goals is to provide our community with the 
inclusiveness, safety, and enjoyment that all our residents deserve, and my hope is that our city 
will address these concerns in a just and timely manner for the better of all.  
  
Thanks. 



 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 

Testimony of 

Michael Rebert, District Executive, Engineering District 5-0 

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

Public Hearing on Safe Streets 

House Democratic Policy Committee 

May 3, 2022 

 

Good afternoon, Chairman Bizzarro, Representative Schweyer, members of the committee and 

staff. My name is Michael Rebert, and I am the District Executive for Engineering District Five, 

which is located in the Allentown area. Thank you for the opportunity to testify before all of you 

today and discuss use of off-road vehicles on state routes as it relates to safe streets. 

 

Pennsylvania is facing many changes and challenges that will require our transportation network 

to become increasingly more multimodal as we address all types of new devices that are 

operating on our roadways.  One of the Department’s biggest challenges is determining how this 

can be achieved with everyone’s safety in mind. The utilization of unregistered motor vehicles 

on our roadways adds to the complexity of the topic. The issue before us today has existed 

previously but has become a growing concern since the COVID pandemic. 

 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Traffic Safety Administration does not 

regulate vehicles manufactured primarily for off-road use (examples include ATVs, 

snowmobiles, and dirt bikes). Often these types of off-road vehicles are not designed by 



manufacturers to have the same safety features or maneuverability characteristics as legal 

roadway vehicles. Specifically, things like headlight requirements for nighttime operation, 

aggressive tire treads and short wheelbases are considerations that impact these vehicles 

operating safely on our roadways. The federal regulation of safety features is what drives 

standardization for other motorized vehicles that are acceptable for use on roadways. This same 

federal standardization is also what supports the types of vehicles that can be insured, inspected, 

and registered. These off-road vehicles, even if their headlights, tires, and other features are 

changed, do not have Manufacturer’s Certificates of Origin for on-road use; the manufacturers 

do not certify them because they do not meet the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards and are 

not designed or constructed to be operated on the roadway.  

 

 

PennDOT data indicates that between 2016 and 2020, there were 15,739 reportable crashes 

involving motorcycles on public roadways in Pennsylvania, including 917 fatalities.  Current 

data collected from police departments does not allow for the distinction between off-road 

motorcycles and registered motorcycles. During the same timeframe, there were 1,091 reportable 

crashes and 110 fatalities involving ATVs in Pennsylvania which present a similar challenge. 

Both areas have been on the rise since 2019. 

 

In closing, I would offer that, until such a time that the maneuverability characteristics and safety 

features on these devices can be addressed so that they can be registered, we would continue to 

struggle to ensure safe operation of them in and around other users of our roadway system. One 

of the other factors that impacts safety when these off road vehicle are operating at safe speeds, 

is that a dangerous speed differential is often created between the off road vehicles and passenger 



vehicles.  Currently, we rely heavily on law enforcement partners to deter unsafe actions like 

these from occurring on our roadways, but we also realize this topic presents challenges for 

them.  Thank you again for the opportunity to testify on this matter.  


