


MY ROLE IN THE BUDGET PROCESS

As a member of the House Appropriations Committee, | play a key role in shaping the
state spending plan. | provide input and ask pointed questions about the state budget
and how our state agencies operate when they come before us for budget hearings.
This year | asked about topics such as:

» The unemployment compensation appeals process and the impact of federal layoffs
on the system.

* How college administrators can help make college more affordable.

» How to ensure mental health services are covered for those who need them.
* The health care needs of unhoused people.

* Eviction-related legal services.

* The increase in students needing special education in our schools.

* Progress on interstate compacts to lure more health professionals to PA.

* A hotline for people to submit concerns to the state Attorney General’s office.

LOCAL BUDGET BRIEFING

As chair of the Allegheny County House
Democratic Delegation, | was happy that we
hosted a community budget briefing in April
with Appropriations Committee Chairman
Jordan Harris. The briefing at the Penn Hills
Library allowed Allegheny County residents
and legislators to learn more about the
budgeting process and the issues important
to local residents.

SIGNED INTO LAW

| was honored when my first piece of legislation was
ceremoniously signed into law by Gov. Josh Shapiro in March—a
significant bill to help seniors attain prescriptions. The law keeps
more seniors eligible for PACE or PACENET by excluding savings
bond assets from their income when they apply.

My H.B. 1212 would direct the Department of Health to My H.B. 554 would improve access to mental health

conduct a public awareness campaign to encourage more services by authorizing PA to join the Social Workers
fathers to be involved in prenatal care and the birthing Licensure Compact, a multi-state agreement that allows
process, which would lead to more healthy births. This licensed social workers to practice across state lines. As
bill passed the House in September and is pending in the the only social worker in the House, | was particularly
Senate. satisfied when this bill cleared the House in June and

moved to the Senate.
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MOVING PITTSBURGH FORWARD

Breaking ground for the renovation of Riverfront Park in March.
The project will expand open areas, replace aging pavers, add
new light posts, and create new sight lines in some spots and
more shading in others.

Breaking ground for the Dr. Louis A.
Venson Senior Lofts in Beltzhoover. It's
at the site of the former Beltzhoover
Elementary School, which is being
renovated into 39 affordable housing
units for seniors 55 and older.




