


LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES

Pelvic Exams Without Consent: HB 507

Until Act 31, medical students could perform pelvic, rectal, and prostate exams on unconscious patients, as a learning exercise,
in the absence of an emergency or as part of a scope of treatment, without first obtaining consent to do such an exam. Act

31 ensures that no one going under general anesthesia could be used as a teaching tool for such exams without their explicit
consent. While most teaching hospitals in our region have prohibited this practice in recent years, the practice existed in the
commonwealth and is how prohibited. Representative Elizabeth Fiedler (D-Phila) and | have been championing this legislation for
the past four years and I'm very happy it's now law.

Expansion of the Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program (PTRR)

Act 7 of 2023 substantially changes the Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program (PTRR) and is the first update to this law since 2006.
PTRR helps seniors stay in their homes. Act 7 extends the reach of the PTRR Program, making 175,000 more Pennsylvanians
eligible to receive a rebate by raising the income cap to $45,000. The maximum standard rebate amount has also been increased
from $650 to $1,000, meaning that eligible applicants can receive a larger rebate to help offset their property taxes or rental
expenses. Going forward, the income caps will be adjusted based on the cost of living. This ensures that those who qualify for a
rebate won'’t lose their eligibility in the future due to inflation or other economic factors.

Protecting Seniors: HB 1760 - Awaiting a Senate Vote

| worked with Rep. Paul Schemel (R-Franklin) to protect older Pennsylvanians by sponsoring a bill to add elder abuse to our
Slayer Statute. Historically, Slayer Statutes prevent individuals from profiting off the willful and unlawful killing of another with the
intent to collect any benefit or acquire property as the result of the death of the decedent. This is a “legalese” way of saying “you
can’t inherit money or property from someone you’'ve murdered.”

House Bill 1760 aims to expand Pennsylvania’s Slayer Statute by prohibiting convicted elder abusers from automatically
benefiting from the estate of someone they’ve abused. No one should benefit after abusing the seniors in his or her life. To ensure
seniors retain full power over their testamentary decision-making, the bill includes language to allow for such inheritance, post-
conviction, if the abused person and their abuser reconcile. HB 1760 passed the House unanimously and now sits in the Senate.

Menopause Education: HB 807 - Awaiting a Senate Vote

My House Bill 807 also passed the House and awaits a vote in the Senate. The bill would create partnerships between the
Department of Health and medical providers to improve information access for women about menopause. Studies have shown
that a third of women feel substantially under-educated about menopause and perimenopause, which can impact their ability to
obtain care to reduce symptoms. According to the Mayo Clinic, the annual cost of lost workdays in the U.S. related to menopause
symptoms is $1.8 billion, and the annual medical costs associated with menopause symptoms are $26.6 billion. Empowering
women to have a better understanding of menopause can help them better communicate their needs to medical professionals and
their loved ones, can help destigmatize this natural process, and has the potential to significantly impact our economy.

Anti-SLAPP Legislation: HB 1466 - Awaiting a Senate Vote

A group of colleagues and | introduced legislation intended to stop baseless lawsuits intended to stop free speech. House Bill
1466 addresses Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation, or SLAPPs, lawsuits filed against a person or organization for
statements made or positions taken in connection with a matter of public interest or regulation. They’re often rooted in various
and wide-ranging legal theories with the intent to intimidate the party bringing the action into dropping an otherwise merit-based
lawsuit. SLAPPs are essentially the bully of lawsuits and intended to quash free speech.

The legislation would create a process to quickly dismiss SLAPP lawsuits based upon protected speech through a motion to
dismiss. HB 1466 passed the House unanimously and awaits a vote in the Senate.










MY OFFICE IS HERE TO HELP YOU WITH ANY STATE GOVERNMENT-RELATED ISSUE YOU
MIGHT HAVE SUCH AS:

m Driver & vehicle services renewals (Department m SEPTA Key Card applications

of Transportation) m SNAP, LIHEAP, etc. (Department of Human
m Disability plate & placard applications Services)

(Department of Transportation) m Free Notary Services (for nonpolitical
m Unemployment compensation (Department of documents)

Labor & Industry) Please do not hesitate to contact my District Office
m Applications for birth/death certificates (Division if you have any questions and/or issues at
of Vital Records) (610) 277-3230.

m Providing property tax/rent rebate and other tax
forms (Department of Revenue)

BENEFICIAI. PROGRAMS

Unclaimed Property

The Pennsylvania Treasury is required to hold various financial assets, until the rightful owner is
located. This results in hundreds of millions of dollars in unclaimed property every year, often because
of something as simple as a misspelled name or an out-of-date address. Search using the QR code to
the left or the link below to see if you have unclaimed funds!

Search www.patreasury.gov or call my office for assistance at (610) 277-3230.

Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program (PTRR) - State & Local

Since 1971, the Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program has provided more than $7.1 billion in property tax and rent relief. The
rebate program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians aged 65 or older; widows and widowers aged 50 or older; and people with
disabilities aged 18 or older. The income limit is $45,000 for homeowners and renters, and half of Social Security income is
excluded.

My office can assist you in completing your 2023 Property Tax/Rent Rebate Application. The deadline to apply is June
30. Please call my office at (610) 277-3230 to schedule an appointment.

Additionally, both the North Penn and Wissahickon School Districts have developed their own rebate program to assist seniors
and those who are permanently disabled. Applicants must qualify for the state rebate program to be eligible for the school
district program.

SEPTA Senior Key Card

Our office is proud to continue our partnership with SEPTA to help constituents gain local access to SEPTA Key Cards! This
card is provided to residents aged 65 or older and offers free rides on all SEPTA transit routes including buses, trolleys, subway,
and regional rail. Additionally, seniors who wish to take SEPTA to Delaware or New Jersey will receive a 50% discount on fares
when they tap their Key Senior Card.

We can assist in your application for an initial SEPTA Key Senior Photo Card. Please call our office to schedule your
appointment. The process normally only takes about five to ten minutes, and you are required to bring a government-issued 1D
that lists your birthdate (like a driver’s license or photo ID). The current time for SEPTA to process your application and send
your Key Card is four to six weeks. Unfortunately, the site will not allow us to create a duplicate Key Card. In order to receive a
replacement for a lost/stolen card, please call SEPTA at (855) 567-3782.

We have had many calls regarding the renewal of expiring Key Cards. My office can assist you in renewing your expired or
soon-to-be expired card. Please call (610) 277-3230, and we will assist you in getting a new card issued to you in the mail!






