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Chairman Delloso, Chairman Staats, and members of the House Intergovernmental Affairs and 
Operations Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on the impact of daylight saving time on 
Pennsylvania's schools and students. My name is Dr. Sherri Smith, and I serve as the Executive 
Director of the Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators (PASA). PASA serves nearly 

1,100 school leaders across the Commonwealth including more than 600 sitting school 
superintendents, assistant superintendents and executive directors. 

Upon gathering feedback from members of the PASALegislative Committee (school leaders from 

each region of the state) their response was primarily focused on the safety concerns of our students -
particularly in the morning commute to school. 

Safety Concern: Morning Bus Pickups 

The most pressing concern for Pennsylvania school districts involves the timing of sunrise in 
relation to morning bus pickups. 

If Pennsylvania adopts year-round Daylight Saving Time (DST), the sun would not rise until 
approximately 8:40 AM (see chart below) in many paiis of the state during the winter months. 

• Visibility: Students would be standing at rural and suburban bus stops or walking to
school in total darkness during the highest-traffic morning hours.

• Driver Fatigue and Awareness: Drivers are often less alert in the dark, significantly

increasing the risk of accidents involving children crossing streets or waiting on

shoulders. This includes high school drivers who are not only inexperienced but driving
sometimes in less-than-optimal conditions.

• Extreme Cold: The coldest part of the day typically occurs just before dawn. Under
permanent DST, students would wait outside during these peak low temperatures,








