
 
 
 
 
 
 

House Consumer Protection, Technology and Utilities 
Committee 

 
Meeting Agenda 
March 23, 2026 

9:00 AM 
515 Irvis Office Building 

 
Call to Order 
 
Roll Call 
 
HB 1964 (Rep. Burgos) – Establishes a 12-month moratorium on the 
privatization of public water and wastewater systems and repeals the "fair 
market valuation" rules of Act 12. 

 
 
HB 2131 (Rep. Boyd) – Addresses "sticker shock" for electric customers. 
When a private electric contract expires, if the customer doesn't pick a new 
plan, they are automatically moved to the utility’s "Default Service" rate rather 
than a high variable rate. 

Amendment A-XXXX 

 
HB 2333 (Rep. Madsen) – This bill is a comprehensive update to Title 66 by 
the re-authorization of Chapter 14-A – The Responsible  Rate Payer Protection 



Act. HB 2333 balances the needs of utilities to collect payment for services 
provided with the rights of consumers to be able to get back on track when 
they get behind on their utility payments. The sets clear rules for, among other 
things, cash deposits, security deposits, expanding payment arrangements 
based on customer’s ability to pay, reconnection of service while maintaining 
critical winter shut-off protections. 

 
HR 403 (Rep. Matzie) - Designates April 2026 as “PA Safe Digging Month” in 
support of the Pennsylvania One Call System. 

 
Any Other Business  
 
Adjournment 
 
 
 
 

 



 PRINTER'S NO.  2471 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL 
No. 1964 Session of 

2025 

INTRODUCED BY BURGOS, BOROWSKI, SAPPEY, HANBIDGE, KRUEGER, 
KAZEEM, O'MARA, GUZMAN, McNEILL, HILL-EVANS, PROBST, MAYES, 
HOHENSTEIN, DONAHUE, STEELE, K.HARRIS, FREEMAN, HADDOCK, 
GREEN, CIRESI, PARKER AND GILLEN, OCTOBER 17, 2025 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION, TECHNOLOGY AND 
UTILITIES, OCTOBER 17, 2025 

AN ACT
Providing for a moratorium on the privatization of public water 

and wastewater systems; establishing the Water Utility Reform 
Working Group; and making a repeal relating to valuation of 
acquired water and wastewater systems.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1.  Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Public Water 
Protection and Fair Utility Transition Act.
Section 2.  Findings and declarations.

The General Assembly finds and declares as follows:
(1)  Access to clean, affordable water is a fundamental 

human need and a matter of public interest.
(2)  Since the enactment of 66 Pa.C.S. § 1329 (relating 

to valuation of acquired water and wastewater systems) 
through Act No. 12 of 2016, the fair market valuation 
mechanism has led to rapid privatization of publicly owned 
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water and wastewater systems, often resulting in significant 
rate increases for the residents of this Commonwealth.

(3)  The long-term public, environmental and economic 
consequences of these transactions have not been sufficiently 
studied nor addressed through comprehensive policy.

(4)  A temporary pause is necessary to protect consumers 
and allow the Commonwealth to develop a fair, sustainable and 
accountable water utility framework.

Section 3.  Definitions.
The following words and phrases when used in this act shall 

have the meanings given to them in this section unless the 
context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Commission."  The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.
"Privatization."  As follows:

(1)  A sale, lease, transfer or conveyance of a 
municipality-owned or authority-owned water or wastewater 
system to a private, investor-owned or for-profit entity.

(2)  The term does not include an acquisition ordered by 
the commission in accordance with 66 Pa.C.S. § 529 (relating 
to power of commission to order acquisition of small water 
and sewer utilities).
"Working group."  The Water Utility Reform Working Group 

established under section 5(a).
Section 4.  Moratorium.

(a)  Prohibition.--Notwithstanding 66 Pa.C.S. § 1327 
(relating to acquisition of water and sewer utilities), 
beginning on the effective date of this subsection, and for a 
period of 12 months thereafter, the privatization of a 
municipality-owned, county-owned or authority-owned water or 
wastewater system shall not be authorized, approved or executed 
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within this Commonwealth.
(b)  Applicability.--Subsection (a) applies to:

(1)  Finalizing an existing agreement not fully executed 
prior to the effective date of this paragraph.

(2)  Submitting an application for acquisition approval 
to the commission.

(3)  Issuing a request for proposal or initiating a sale 
discussion with a private entity.
(c)  Nonapplicability.--Subsection (a) does not apply to:

(1)  An emergency transfer required to maintain public 
health and safety.

(2)  An acquisition ordered by the commission in 
accordance with 66 Pa.C.S. § 529 (relating to power of 
commission to order acquisition of small water and sewer 
utilities).
(d)  Enforcement.--An attempted action or proposal regarding 

privatization within the moratorium period described in 
subsection (a) shall be deemed null and void. The commission may 
not docket or consider the attempted action or proposal during 
the moratorium period.

(e)  Expiration.--Unless extended by further legislative 
action, the moratorium under this section shall expire 12 months 
after the effective date of this subsection.
Section 5.  Water Utility Reform Working Group.

(a)  Establishment.--The Water Utility Reform Working Group 
is established.

(b)  Convening of working group.--No later than 60 days after 
the effective date of this subsection, the Governor shall 
convene the working group.

(c)  Frequency of meetings.--The working group shall meet no 
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fewer than three times after the initial meeting convened in 
accordance with subsection (b).

(d)  Members.--The working group shall consist of the 
following:

(1)  The chairperson of the commission, who shall serve 
as the chairperson of the working group.

(2)  The Secretary of Environmental Protection or a 
designee, who shall serve as the vice chairperson of the 
working group.

(3)  One member of the majority caucus of the Senate, 
appointed by the Majority Leader of the Senate.

(4)  One member of the minority caucus of the Senate, 
appointed by the Minority Leader of the Senate.

(5)  One member of the majority caucus of the House of 
Representatives, appointed by the Majority Leader of the 
House of Representatives.

(6)  One member of the minority caucus of the House of 
Representatives, appointed by the Minority Leader of the 
House of Representatives.

(7)  A representative from the Office of Consumer 
Advocate.

(8)  A representative from AARP Pennsylvania.
(9)  A representative from the Pennsylvania Municipal 

Authorities Association.
(10)  A representative from the Pennsylvania State 

Association of Township Supervisors.
(11)  A representative from the Pennsylvania State 

Association of Boroughs.
(12)  A representative from a Statewide low-income 

advocacy organization, appointed by the Governor.
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(13)  A water utility economist or rate-setting expert 
from academia or the nonprofit sector, appointed by the 
Governor.

(14)  A representative from an environmental advocacy 
group, appointed by the Governor.

(15)  A representative from a rural water/environmental 
group, appointed by the Governor.

(16)  A representative from the water and sewer industry, 
appointed by the Governor.

(17)  A citizen representative appointed by the Governor.
(e)  Report.--

(1)  No later than 10 months after the effective date of 
this subsection, the working group shall develop a 
comprehensive policy proposal that, at a minimum:

(i)  Ensures equitable rate structures.
(ii)  Protects public ownership.
(iii)  Enhances regulatory oversight.
(iv)  Improves transparency in utility transactions.
(v)  Addresses safety, security and reliability of 

drinking water.
(2)  The working group shall issue a report containing 

the comprehensive policy proposal described in paragraph (1), 
which shall be delivered to the following:

(i)  The Governor.
(ii)  The commission.
(iii)  The chairperson and minority chairperson of 

the Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure 
Committee of the Senate.

(iv)  The chairperson and minority chairperson of the 
Consumer Protection, Technology and Utilities Committee 
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of the House of Representatives.
Section 6.  Repeals.

(a)  Repealed provisions.--The following are repealed:
(1)  66 Pa.C.S. § 1329 (relating to valuation of acquired 

water and wastewater systems).
(2)  Any other provision regarding the fair market 

valuation of acquired water and wastewater utilities.
(b)  Applicability.--The repeal of the provisions specified 

under subsection (a) shall apply to contracts and agreements for 
privatization that are dated on or after the effective date of 
this subsection.
Section 7.  Effective date.

This act shall take effect immediately.
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 PRINTER'S NO.  2788 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL 
No. 2131 Session of 

2026 

INTRODUCED BY BOYD, FIEDLER, WAXMAN, MALAGARI, HILL-EVANS, 
FREEMAN, KHAN, McNEILL, MADDEN, PROBST, BRENNAN, BOROWSKI, 
DONAHUE, OTTEN, RIVERA, CEPEDA-FREYTIZ AND INGLIS, 
JANUARY 12, 2026 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION, TECHNOLOGY AND 
UTILITIES, JANUARY 23, 2026 

AN ACT
Amending Title 66 (Public Utilities) of the Pennsylvania 

Consolidated Statutes, in restructuring of electric utility 
industry, further providing for duties of electric 
distribution companies.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1.  Section 2807(e) of Title 66 of the Pennsylvania 

Consolidated Statutes is amended by adding a paragraph to read:
§ 2807.  Duties of electric distribution companies.

* * *
(e)  Obligation to serve.--A default service provider's 

obligation to provide electric generation supply service 
following the expiration of a generation rate cap specified 
under section 2804(4) (relating to standards for restructuring 
of electric industry) or a restructuring plan under section 
2806(f) is revised as follows:

* * *
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(8)  If a customer served by an electric generation 
supplier fails to take affirmative steps to enter into a new 
contract by the date of termination of the customer's 
existing fixed duration contract with an electric generation 
supplier, the electric generation supplier shall 
automatically return the customer's service to the default 
service provider and charge a rate at the default service 
provider's then-applicable default service rate. Within 60 
days of the effective date of this paragraph, the commission 
shall issue an order requiring each electric distribution 
company to submit a compliance filing to implement the 
requirement under this paragraph.
* * *
Section 2.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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H2131B2788A02625  MAB:JMT 03/17/26 #90   A02625

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 2131
Sponsor:

Printer's No. 2788

Amend Bill, page 1, lines 7 and 8, by striking out all of 
said lines and inserting 

Section 1.  Section 2807 of Title 66 of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes is amended by adding a subsection to read:

Amend Bill, page 1, lines 11 through 17; page 2, lines 1 
through 12; by striking out all of said lines on said pages and 
inserting 

(f.1)  Return to default service.--
(1)  For electric generation supplier notices under 52 

Pa. Code § 54.10 (relating to notice of contract expiration 
or change in terms for residential and small business 
customers), each notice shall contain a comparison of the 
cost of maintaining service with the electric generation 
supplier at the rate offered by the supplier as compared to 
returning to the default service provider at the current 
applicable price to compare. The comparison shall be made on 
a cents per kilowatt hour basis that is inclusive of all fees 
charged by the electric generation supplier for services 
regardless of how charges are billed and shown on a 500 
kilowatt hour, 1,000 kilowatt hour and 1,500 kilowatt hour 
basis.

(2)  If after receiving notice required under commission 
regulations the customer fails to affirmatively consent to 
renew or extend an agreement with the electric generation 
supplier, the electric generation supplier shall return the 
customer to default service immediately upon the expiration 
date of an agreement between the electric generation supplier 
and the customer.

(3)  If the electric generation supplier fails to return 
a customer to default service under paragraph (2), the 
commission shall require the supplier to refund the customer 
all charges incurred for the period the electric generation 
supplier served the customer without the customer's 
authorization.

(4)  In addition to ordering a refund under paragraph 
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(3), if a supplier fails to return a customer to default 
service, the commission shall fine the supplier an amount 
that is sufficient to deter future violations of this 
subsection. Absent good cause shown, if a supplier has failed 
to return customers to default service on more than two 
occasions in a calendar year, the commission shall suspend 
the supplier's license for one calendar year. If after 
reinstatement of a license, the supplier again fails to 
comply with the provisions of this subsection on more than 
two occasions in a calendar year, the commission shall 
permanently revoke the supplier's license.

(5)  If a customer fails to respond to an electric 
generation supplier's notice of contract expiration under 52 
Pa. Code § 54.10, an electric generation supplier may not 
charge a cancellation fee.

(6)  If a customer provides affirmative consent to remain 
with a supplier at the end of a fixed-term contract, the 
supplier must process a new electronic data interchange 
transaction with the electric distribution company. The 
commission shall require electric distribution companies and 
electric generation suppliers to modify an electronic data 
interchange process to provide sufficient information to 
allow electric distribution companies to determine when a 
customer's fixed-term contract with an electric generation 
supplier has ended. If an electric distribution company has 
not received a new electronic data interchange request from a 
customer's supplier, or a request from a different supplier, 
indicating that the customer has affirmatively consented to 
enter into a new agreement within one billing cycle after the 
end of a contract, the electric distribution company shall 
return the customer to default service. If an electric 
distribution company returns a customer to default service 
because of the failure of the electric generation supplier to 
do so under the requirements of this subsection, the electric 
distribution company shall report the information to the 
commission for enforcement actions against the supplier under 
this subsection.

(7)  As used in this subsection, the term "affirmative 
consent" means:

(i)  a clear, verbal statement signifying the 
customer's freely given, specific, informed and 
unambiguous agreement to the contract renewal or 
continuous service terms; or

(ii)  a written statement, including a statement 
written by electronic means.
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A02625 – HB 2131 

Returns the customer to default service, with certain caveats like requiring suppliers to 
provide, in their notice, the cost of maintaining service with the supplier vs. the cost of 
returning to default service, (2) puts the responsibility of returning the customer to default 
service if the customer does not affirmatively agree to stay with the supplier, (3) if supplier 
fails to return the customer to default service, the supplier must provide a refund, (4) if a 
supplier fails to return the customer to default service, the PUC is required to issues fines 
against supplier; if supplier fails to return customers to default service more than twice in a 
calendar year, the supplier’s  is suspended for one calendar year; once they get the license 
back and they continue to fail to return customers to default service, the supplier’s license 
is permanently suspended, cancelation fees are prohibited for failing to respond to a 
notice, (6) opens up the process to allow EDCs to know when a customer’s contract 
expires; if the EDC does not receive this notification, then the EDC will automatically return 
the customer to default service, and (7) if the EDC returns a customer to default service 
without prior notification by the EGS, the EDC is required to report this to the PUC for 
enforcement against the EGS. 











 PRINTER'S NO.  2812 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION 
No. 403 Session of 

2026 

INTRODUCED BY MATZIE, HILL-EVANS, CONKLIN, MADDEN, FREEMAN, 
GOUGHNOUR, SANCHEZ, RIVERA, NEILSON AND MAYES, 
JANUARY 28, 2026 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION, TECHNOLOGY AND 
UTILITIES, JANUARY 28, 2026 

A RESOLUTION
Designating the month of April 2026 as "Pennsylvania 8-1-1 Safe 

Digging Month."
WHEREAS, As engineers, designers, excavators and homeowners 

work to keep pace with this Commonwealth's unprecedented 
economic development, it is important to minimize damage to 
underground utility lines, danger to workers, environmental 
pollution and loss of utility service to residents of this 
Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania One Call System, a utility 
notification center celebrating more than 50 years of continuous 
service to this Commonwealth, is key to preventing injuries and 
damage when excavating and demolishing; and

WHEREAS, This unique service provides easy, one-call 
notification about construction and excavation projects that may 
endanger workers and jeopardize utility lines and promotes 
workplace and public safety, reduces underground utility damage, 
minimizes utility service interruptions and protects the 
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environment; and
WHEREAS, This vital service, which began with only six 

utility companies in western Pennsylvania and the City of 
Pittsburgh, now serves more than 100,000 excavators and 3,600 
critical infrastructure owners throughout this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Each year, the Pennsylvania One Call System receives 
more than 1 million notification requests and transmits more 
than 6 million notifications to its members, providing 
protection to utility companies, their employees and customers; 
and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's Underground Utility Line Protection 
Law, referred to as the One Call Act, has been used as a model 
for many other states and at least seven foreign countries; and

WHEREAS, Dozens of counties and hundreds of municipalities 
are following in the footsteps of the General Assembly and 
adopting their own proclamations memorializing "Safe Digging 
Month"; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the 
month of April 2026 as "Pennsylvania 8-1-1 Safe Digging Month"; 
and be it further

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage all 
excavators and homeowners of this Commonwealth to dial 8-1-1 or 
1-800-242-1776 before digging in order to "Know What's Below," 
avoid injury, protect the environment and prevent millions of 
dollars in damages; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives remind excavators 
that three business days' notice before digging is the law 
because safe digging is no accident and that more information 
may be obtained by visiting www.pa811.org.
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