
Section 1302. Residence and Right to Free School
Privileges.-(a) A child shall be considered a resident of the
school district in which his parents or the guardian of his
person resides. Federal installations are considered a part of
the school district or districts in which they are situate and
the children residing on such installations shall be counted
as resident pupils of the school district. When a resident of
any school district keeps in his home a child of school age,
not his own, supporting the child gratis as if it were his own,
such child shall be entitled to allfree school privileges
accorded to resident school children of the district, including
the right to attend the public high school maintained in such
district or in other districts in the same manner as though
such child were in fact a resident school child of the district,
and shall be subject to all the requirements placed upon
resident school children of the district. Before such child may
be accepted as a pupil, such resident shallfile with the
secretary of the board:
(1) appropriate legal documentation to show dependency or
guardianship; or
(2) a sworn statement that he is a resident of the district,
that he is supporting the child gratis, that he will assume all
personal obligations for the child relative to school
requirements, and that he intends to so keep and support the
child continuously and not merely through the school term. The
school board, pursuant to guidelines issued by the Department
of Education, may require other reasonable information to be
submitted by the resident to substantiate the sworn statement.
The form containing the sworn statement shall include notice
in large print of the penalty for providing false information
in the sworn statement.
(b) lf it is found that information contained in the sworn
statement is false, the child must be removed from the school
after notice of an opportunity to appeal the removal pursuant
to the appropriate grievance policy of the school district.
(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the
contrary, a person who knowingly provides false information in
the sworn statement for the purpose of enrolling a child in a
school district for which the child is not eligible commits a
summary offense and shall, upon conviction for such violation,
be sentenced to pay a fine of no more than three hundred dollars
($3001 for the benefit of the school district in which the
person resides or to perform up to two hundred torty (240) hours
of community service, or both. ln addition, the person shall
pay all court costs and shall be liable to the school district
for an amount equal to the cost of tuition calculated in



accordance with section 2561 during the period of enrollment.
(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), when
a child lives outside of Pennsylvania as a result of one or
both parents being called or ordered to active military duty,
other than active duty training, the child shall continue to
be considered a resident of the school district that was the
child's resident school district immediately prior to the parent
being stationed outside of Pennsylvania, provided that the
parent maintains the residence. ((d) added Nov. 17, 2010,
P.1.996, No.104)
(1302 amended Dec.23, 2003, P.L.304, No.48)


