
Burns elected chairman of 
Northwest Delegation
In 2017, Rep. Burns completed the first year 
of his two-year term as chairman of the House 
Democratic Northwest Delegation.
Previously the delegation’s vice chairman, Burns 
assumed the top role after being selected by 
his peers in the group. The delegation devises 
strategy and promotes ideas – including 
legislation – of mutual benefit to the areas that its 
members represent.

Burns again refuses paycheck 
during unresolved state budget
As has become his custom, Rep. Burns once 
again refused to cash a paycheck during the 
wrangling between legislative leaders and the 
governor that delayed full implementation of the 
2017-18 state budget.
Burns has traditionally gone without a paycheck 
as long as the state budget is unfinished, and 
this past year was no exception.

“This letter will confirm that my office is 
holding your paychecks from July 1 until 
the rest of the budget is passed.” – House 
Comptroller Mary-Jo Mullen in an Aug. 2 
correspondence

Burns knows that if you don’t do your job, you 
don’t get paid. He’s willing to live by that same 
standard, even when the holdup takes place 
above his level.
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72nd Legislative District

State Representative

Frank
Burns

 Car registrations, special tags, disability placards, titles 
and driver’s license applications

 Information on financial assistance for higher education 
 Obtaining and completing state forms of all kinds
 Unemployment compensation, disability and workers’ 
compensation

 Problems with the Department of Human Services (food 
stamps, medical and income assistance)

 Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
 Complaints and problems with insurance companies
 Citations from the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives for outstanding accomplishments and 
family milestones

 Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications

 Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
problems or questions

 Problems or questions about 
the state lottery

 PACE cards for senior 
citizens

 Consumer complaints
 Liquor Control Board 
concerns or questions

 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or groups
 Information about federal, state and local government 
agencies

Any problem with state government!

Representative Frank Burns’ offices can help you with:

lpo.jil.0218

In July, Rep. Burns’ good friend and former Democratic House 
colleague, current Attorney General Josh Shapiro, announced 
criminal charges against 16 drug dealers for selling $7.8 million 
worth of heroin in Cambria and Blair counties. As someone 
who’s been involved with Cambria County Crimestoppers’ “Push 
out the Pusher” campaign since its inception, Rep. Burns is glad 
to have the Attorney General helping us rid our communities of 
these poison-peddlers. You can help, too, by calling the tip line 
at 1-800-548-7500. You’ll remain anonymous and could collect a 
reward of up to $8,000.

Burns welcomes AG Shapiro as ally
in fight against heroin pushers

2017 Year in Review

Rep. Burns prides himself on bringing money back to your community to help with important economic development 
and quality-of-life projects. Here’s a recap of state grants and loans he’s announced over the past year.

 $268,254 to Cambria County to combat 
homelessness.

 $500,000 to Conemaugh Memorial Medical 
Center for replacement of Conemaugh Ebensburg 
Ambulatory Care Center.

 $500,000 to Mount Aloysius College for addition 
of Learning Center for Health Science and 
Technology.

 $60,000 to Forest Hills School District and 
$40,000 to Central Cambria School District for 
school resource and police officers.

 $9 million to Ebensburg Municipal Authority for 
sanitary sewer improvements.

 $1.57 million to Reade Township Municipal 
Authority for water lines and meter replacement.

 $129,000 low-interest loan to Cresson Volunteer 
Fire Co. for a new pumper truck.

 $192,750 grant to Community Action 
Partnership of Cambria County for its Head 
Start/Pre-K program.

 $100,175 to Cambria Township, $85,672 to 
Cresson Township and $86,132 to Jackson 
Township from Community Development Block 
Grant funding.

 $400,000 grant to Jackson East Taylor Sewer 
Authority for sewer line replacement.

 $1.9 million grant to Cambria County Airport for 
development of Business Aviation Management 
Degree Program at Saint Francis University.

Jobs!  Jobs!  Jobs!
500 construction jobs in
Jackson Twp. 
About 500 construction jobs and 100 permanent, on-site 
jobs will be created by a $900 million, gas-fired power 
plant coming to Jackson Township. Being built by Boston-
based Competitive Power Ventures Inc., the plant near 
Vinco should be operational by the end of 2019.

251 new jobs in Lower Yoder
In April, Rep. Burns announced that 251 full-time jobs 
were coming to Lower Yoder Township, as the result of 
Convergys Corp., a global customer management service 
provider, investing $2.7 million and leasing a nearly 
27,000-square-foot facility.
That announcement came on the heels of a House 
Democratic Policy Committee public hearing on economic 
development that Burns hosted in Ebensburg, which dealt 
mightily with job creation efforts.
“I chose economic development to focus on for a reason 
– and that reason was to bring new jobs to our area,” 
Burns said at the time.

50 construction jobs for Cresson
In March, Rep. Burns announced that 40 to 50 
construction jobs and several permanent positions would 
be created by the state Department of Environmental 
Protection’s decision to build an acid mine drainage 
treatment facility in Cresson.
The project will help restore more than 20 miles of 
streams, while also repurposing a coal refuse pile in 
Cresson Township. Burns brings additional $15 million to 72nd District in past year



 Ashville Fire Co. – $14,159

 Cambria Twp. Volunteer Fire Co. – $14,417

 Carrolltown Fire Co. – $12,101

 Cresson Area Ambulance Service Inc. – $7,448

 Cresson Volunteer Fire Co. – $15,000

 Dauntless Fire Co. – $15,000

 East Taylor Volunteer Fire Co. – $14,931

 Gallitzin Fire Co. No. 1 – $14,417

 Jackson Twp. Volunteer Fire Co. – $15,000

 Jackson Twp. Volunteer Fire Co. – $7,448

 John Carroll Area Ambulance Service – $7,448

 Loretto Fire Co. – $12,873

 Middle Taylor Twp. Volunteer Fire Co. – $15,000

 Patton Area Ambulance Assn. Inc. – $7,448

 Patton Fire Co. No. 1 – $15,000

 Portage Area Ambulance Assn. – $7,448

 Portage Volunteer Fire Co. – $28,490

 Reade Twp. Volunteer Fire Co. – $11,188

 Summerhill Twp. Volunteer Fire Co. – $14,159

Grant writer hired by Burns in 
August has helped with $6.5 
million worth of applications
In the first six months of her tenure 
as a Grants and Development 
Specialist and Legislative Assistant 
for Rep. Burns, Brittany Blackham 
supported or developed more than 
$6.5 million in awarded or pending 
grant applications in the 72nd 
Legislative District.
These include Redevelopment Capital Assistance 
Program grants of $500,000 each to Conemaugh 
Memorial Medical Center and Mount Aloysius 
College, and a $2,000 award from the U.S.D.A. 
Office of Rural Development for sewer work in 
Portage.
Blackham has been intimately involved in the 
development (writing and research) of another 
$128,226 worth of grants that are pending. They are 
from DCNR, the Victim Compensation Assistance 
Program and the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission.
On behalf of Rep. Burns, Blackham has also 
performed a support role for another $5.46 million 
worth of grant applications, through PennDOT.

“In just her first few months, Brittany 
has done an impressive job, helping bring 
millions of dollars back to the district. She 
provides great value to taxpayers, as she also 
performs constituent service duties.”
– Rep. Burns

If your municipality or entity would like to use 
Brittany’s expertise to its advantage, please contact 
her at (814) 736-7339 at Rep. Burns’ Portage office.

Headlines that say it all
They say a picture is worth a thousand words, so Rep. Burns 
presents for your review some of the headlines and news 
stories that chronicle his legislative stands, initiatives and 
accomplishments in the past year.

A combined $248,975 in grants was awarded to these 
19 fire and ambulance companies through the Fire 
Company and Volunteer Ambulance Service Grant 
Program:

$248,975 procured for fire, 
ambulance companies

Rep. Burns spent a lot of time 
in 2017 talking about bullying to 
elementary and junior high school 
students, like these third- and 
fourth-graders at St. Benedict’s 
School, and was proud to see 
them sign his anti-bullying pledge.

Anti-bullying pledge 
supported
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